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growth of the revolution, destined ultimately to be of no further
use except as a stage property.
In any case, all these things are merely things for show,
means of propaganda, doctrines foisted cynically on the nation
by an elite who are themselves completely indifferent to them.
The brilliant achievement which National Socialism managed
to bring off as its philosophy developed was to graft all sorts
of different fruits on the stem of the common crab-apple planted
at the time of its first meetings in the vaults of a suburban
beer-house in Munich. There were all the elements of the
patriotic summons to the defence of the country, taken over
from the last years of the world war. Clearly associated with
these were the ideas of the pan-German, "racial" policy. These
two conglomerates of ideas were among the earliest stock of
the original nucleus of the party. Two further ideas had to
be brought in with some difficulty, for they were diametrically
opposed to one another. One was the Socialist re-ordering of
society, and the other the return to monarchy and to the
dominance of the old ruling classes. Traditionalist and
nationalist ideas had to be brought in, such as the Prussian
spirit, with which great play was made later, at the Potsdam
congress of the party. Middle-class nationalism, with its keen
interest in the traditions of the State, had to be worked in, and
attention paid to the hereditary standards of the army officers.
Finally, account had to be taken of the outlook of the Christian
churches; room had to be found for the ideas and aspirations
of the fanners, the artisans, and the small employers; and,
above all, attention had to be paid to the youth of the country.
All these considerations formed the framework of the National
Socialist philosophy, which next had to be set out, as a matter
of the first importance, in fiery phrases that would work on
the masses and serve as the starting points for continual appeals
to the emotions, in order to produce intoxication and ecstatic
response. Everything had to be brought in that appealed to